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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the effectiveness of the virtual museum in developing historical
imagination skills among sixth-grade female students in Jeddah. It builds on the idea that teaching
history is a key tool for enhancing higher-order thinking skills, especially historical imagination,
which helps students understand, analyze, and connect the past to the present. The virtual museum
is considered a modern educational method that supports the development of learners’ abilities and
enhances learning outcomes.

The study followed a quasi-experimental design and was applied to a randomly selected sample
of 60 sixth-grade female students, divided into two groups: an experimental group (30 students)
taught using the virtual museum, and a control group (30 students) taught through traditional
methods. The content focused on two units from the social studies curriculum: “The First Saudi
State” and “The Second Saudi State.” To assess the effectiveness of the virtual museum, the
researcher developed a pre- and post-test measuring historical imagination skills.

Results showed statistically significant differences in favor of the experimental group across all
skills, indicating the effectiveness of the virtual museum in developing historical imagination. The
study recommends integrating virtual museums into educational settings, training teachers to use
them effectively, and emphasizing historical imagination in curricula across grade levels, given its

role in promoting historical thinking and deeper content understanding.

Keywords: Virtual museum, historical imagination, social studies, elementary education.
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